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WERNER 


Vice-Adm---1 L Es 


ACCOUNT. 


Trav RsDar, Feb. the geb 1743-4. 


T Three o Clock in the Afternoon, the 
Winchelſea came in fight, in the Weſtern 
of the Bay, and made the Signal 


that the Combin'd Fleets were coming 
out to Sea; upon which the Eſſex, at an Anchor 
under the Iſland of Porquerole, repeated the Signal: 
And after the Admiral had anſwered them, he 
immediately made the publick and private Signals 
to unmoor, which were repeated by me and the 
Rear-Admiral. I then immediately waited on 
Mr. Mathews, and defired to know (as I had the 
Honour to command next to him, and the Enemy 
ir fight) if he had any particular Commands 
7 —_— me: He anſwered me, Noz 
ying » It was very cold, and bid me go on 


THE Fleet unmoor'd, hove ſhort, and lay 
ſo all Night. The Enemies Ships that came out, 
anchor d under the Land near Toulon Harbour; 
being little or no Wind moſt part of the Night. 
At Day-break ſaw the Enemy over the Low- land 
under Sail, and the reſt of their Fleet coming out. 


A 2 AT 
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AT Ten o'Clock our Fleet weigh'd by Sig- 
nal, with the Wind weſterly ; and half an Hour 


after, the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 


to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a-head of 
another; which Signal I repeated, and made Sail 
a-head with my Diviſion. At half an Hour paſt 
Eleven o'Clock the Admiral having made the 
Signal for the Van of the Fleet to tack, I repeated 
the Signal and tack't; the Fleet having not 
form'd into a Line of Battle. 


FRIDAY tbe 10th. 


HE Fleet continued all the Afternoon plying 
to Windward between the Iſlands and the 
main Land in the Bay of Hieres, the Wind blowing 
freſh weſterly; while the Enemy were employ'd in 
forming a Line of Battle. At Night our Fleet an- 
chored in the Bay. At Day-break weigh'd with 
the Land Breeze; and at Seven o' Clock the Admi- 
ral having made the Signal for the Fleet to draw 
into a Line of Battle one a- ſtern of the other with 
a large Wind, and for thoſe to lead, who were to 
lead with their Starboard Tacks aboard by a Wind 
I repeated the Signal, and anſwer'd it by makirg 
Sail a-head with my Diviſion : But the little Wini, 
with an high weſtern Swell, and the Ships crowl- 
ing and preſſing upon one another, hindered tle 
Fleet ſrom getting out of the Bay in the Diſpo 
tion of Battle, according to the Signal abroad 

The Admirals Diviſion and mine, having got 
into the Southern Paſſage of the Bay, where there 
is no anchoring, mixed together Heads and 
Sterns athwart, juſt upon being on Board of one 
ancther, entirely govern'd and conducted by the 
Swell, with all our Boats a-head, endeavouring to 


tow 
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tow the Ships clear of one another ; and it 
with great Difficulty, and _— E 
we eſcap'd this imminent Danger. We diſcover'd 
the Enemy, the Body of their bearing about 
S. W. ſeeming to ſtand towards us with the Wind 
weſterly, while what little Wind we had was 


eaſterly. 
SATURDAY Feb. 11th. 


BOUT Noon the Boyne and Chicheſter 
us from England ; at half an Hour 
after the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a-head 
of another ; which I repeated. At Twoo'Clock 
almoſt calm, OT. 
Flag Staff on the Mizen Top- maſt- head, and 
fired a Gun, which Signal, by the 8th Article of 
the Fighting Inſtructions, is for him that com- 
mands in the 3d Poſt, and the Ships of the Lar- 
rr and to come 
to their Larboard Tack: But by the Ninth Arti- 
cle of the Sailing Inſtructions, it is for all the 
Ships of the Fleet to to with their Larboard 
Tack, the Admiral having brought to, I repeated 
the Signal, and brought to with the Larboard 
Tack, being very little Wind, and the Swell 
driving us nearer and nearer the Iſland of Porgue- 
) role. At three o'Clock the eaſterly Wind having 
prevailed, luckily for us, the Admiral made the 


— — 


Sema] for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, 
one Ship abreaſt of another : 1 the Sig- 
nal, and the Fleet made Sail: The y vrought 


to in a Line of Battle, being twenty-eight Shi 
their Line, fixteen French, and twelve Spaniſb; S 
French Rear Admiral in their Center, a Commodore 


in their Van, and a Spaniſh Rear Admiral in their 
| 


Rear. In the Evening, about half an Hour after it 
| was 
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was dark,the Admiral put abroad four Lights in his 
Fore Shrouds, and fired eight Guns, which is the 
Night Signal for the Fleet to bring to, and the 
windward-moſt Ships to do it firſt: Accordingly, I 
repeated this Signal, and brought to, being ina Line 
a-breaſt with Admiral Mathews, within three 
Miles of the Enemy ; two of whoſe Ships bore 
away from me, Wind variable in the eaſtern 
Quarter all Night. At Day break, 2 my- 
ſelf at a greater Diſtance from the Admiral tha 

at Night when I brought to, occaſioned by 
Shift of Wind, Eddy or Indraught of the Iflands, 
while he was in the Offing, in the Power of the 
Current, I made Sail, and, by that Time the 
Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet to make 
Sail, which I repeated at half paſt fix o'Clock 
in the Morning, I was near being a-breaſt of 
him, though our Divifions were far from being 


cloſed together; and the Rear Admiral's a great 


Way to windward of the Line of Battle. 


TH E combined Fleets made (ail, and ftretch*d 
in good Order of Battle to the Southward. At 
half an Hour paſt Seven o'Clock the Admiral 
made the Signal for the Rear Admiral and his 
Diviſion to make more Sail, which I repeated ; 
and ſoon after he made my Signal to do the fame, 
having at that Time all my Sail abroad. Before 
eight o*Clock, Lieutenant Faſrer, the Admiral's 
Lieutenant, came on board with the Admiral's 
Directions to me, that he would lay bye until I 
cou*d get up with my Diviſion to cloſe the Line 
of Battle with him : But, inſtead thereof, I ha- 
ving obſerved to Mr. Faſper, that the Admiral 
had rather made more Sail, and went taſter from 
me, he reply d, that ſoon after he put off from his 
Ship, the Namure, ſhe had made moreSail, neverthe- 

leſs, 
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leſs, he thought it his Duty not to return before he 
had delivered to me the AdmiraPs Meſſage; ſoon 
after, Licutenant Knowler, of the Namure, came 
on Board of me from the Admiral, with Orders 
for me to make more Sul; upon which I bid 
him look aloft, and ſee whether I could make 
any more Sail. Every Sail which cou'd draw 
being then ſet. Lieutenant Knowler acknow- 
ledged the Truth of what I faid, and added, 
6 the Admiral was very uneaſy that the Rear 
Admiral and his Diviſion did not make more 
Sail to get into the Line of Battle. And upon 
my ſaying to him, that, according to the Line, 
the Real, the Spaniſh Admiral, muſt be my Ad- 
verſary; he reply'd, that Admiral Mathews had 
told him ſo: And after giving my Compliments 
to the Admiral with A ſſurances, that nothing 
ſhou'd be left undone that I had Power to do, to 
get along Side of the Real with all poſſible Expe- 
dition, Lieutenant Knowler returned to the Ad- 
miral. At this Time I had ordered the Captain 
of the Mercury Fireſhip to prime, and to ſend his 
People above what were necefiary for burning his 
Ship on board of me, which was accordingly 
done; likewiſe directed him to keep an Eye upon 
me; and when I thought it neceflary for him to 
burn his Ship, he might depend upon 
Aſſiſtance, with an Offer * 3 
attend him. And I having obſerved that there 
were fix Ships a · ſtern of the Spaniſh Admiral in 
the Enemies Line ; and that the fternmoſt Ship, 
the largeſt, except the Real, as I had only four 
Ships a- ſtern of me, according to Mr. Mathew:'s 
Order of Battle, I made the Signal for the Licu- 
tenants of the Oxford, Nonſuch and Romney, and 
directed them to tell their Captains to fall a- 
ſtern to aſſiſt and ſupport the ſternmoſt Ships of 
my Diviſion. At 
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At Eight o'Clock. 


T HE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship a- breaſt 
of another, which I repeated. At nine he made 
the Signal tor the Fleet to draw into a Line of 
Battle, one a-ſtern of another, with a large Wind; 
and the Rear Admiral to lead, which I repeated. 
And half an Hour after, he made the Signal for 
the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one Shi 
a-head of another, which I repeated. At this 
Time the Royal Oak joined us. 


At Half paſt Ten o Clock. 


THE Admiral made the Signal to engage 
the Enemy, which the Rear Admiral repeated, 
but did not. Our Fleet kept bearing down upon 
the Enemy, not at all formed in the Order of 
Battle, the Van, the Rear-Admiral's Diviſion be- 
ing to wind-ward four or five Miles of the Line of 
Battle ; and my Diviſion, the Rear, a great Diſ- 
tance from the Center ; the AdmiraPs Diviſion, 
occaſioned by the Admiral's not laying by for me, 
according to the Meſſage ſent to me by Lieute- 
tenant Faſter ; whereby it ſoon became impracti- 
cable for our F leet to keep the Advantage of the 
Wind, confidering the Foulneſs of our Ships, 
and have Room to form in a proper Diſpoſition of 
Battle, before Action, unleſs we had immediately 
hakd our Wind to gain Time for that Purpoſe, 
which would have brought the Enemy more a- 
ſtern of our Fleet. The French Admiral no fooner 
obierved us make this Signal than he hoiſted his 
Colours, as did alſo every Ship of the confederate 
Fleet, and made more Sail, continuing their 
Courſe to the Southward with an Intention of 


Pane the Wind, or to draw us on to fight at 2 
vantage upon fuch unequal Terms, 
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SuN DAL, Feb. 12. 


BOU T half an Hour paſt 

the Center of our Fleet being a- 
the Enemies Rear, the Spaniſb Squadron, our Van 
near a · breaſt with their Center, while I and my 
Di viſion were left a great Way a- ſtern with little 
Wind, a great Swell, and all the Probability of 
a Calm, the Rear Admiral, inftead of being far 
enough a-head to attack the Enemies Van, was 
where the Admiral ſhould have been: The Ad- 


TH E Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, 
Mignon, Guernſey and Salisbury engaged at too 
great 2 Diſtance the Poder, a Spaniſh Ship, 
next to the Spaniſh 1 ye 
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til the Berwick bore down and gave her Battle ; 


to which Ship ſhe afterwards ſtruck, being diſ- 
maſted. About two o' Clock, Rear Admiral Row- 
ley and the Princeſs Caroline got a- long Side of 
M. de Court, the French Admiral, and his Second, 
and engaged them for fome Time. The Boyne 
and Chicheſter alſo fired at the French, but at too 
great a Diſtance. The three other foremoſt Ships, 
the Naſſar, Warwick and Sterling Caſtle, though 
there was no Signal of Direction to the contrary, 
did not engage according to the Signal abroad, 
but kept their Wind, endeavouring to prevent 
the French (who had fo great a Superiority as 
nineteen againſt ſeven) from tacking and doubling 
upon them. | 
BETWEEN two and three o Clock the Marl- 
b's main and mizen Maſts were ſhot by the 
nevertheleſs ſhe continued to make good 
Fires the Enemy, although ſhe had no Affi- 
ſtance her Neighbours in the Line, that 
continued laying to wind-ward, and firing at the 
Ships in the Enemies Rear, not within Gun: ſhot. 
A T four o'Clock the Dunkirk and Cambridge 
2 I fired a Shot to wind- 
ward of them, and made the Dunk:rt's Signal. 


A T half paſt four o Clock I try'd to reach 


the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, and fired a 


. lant 2 

1 Sails, with her mizen Topſail a-back ; 
very little Wind, with ſo high a 
| fouthern Swell, that it was all that I cou'd do to 
keep the Ports open to fire the lower Tier of Guns. 
As ſoon as I fired, ſhe returned it, * 
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her top-gallant Sails, filled her mizen Top-fail, 


and let fall her Fore-fail, and bore away from me: 
| kept going down after her, until 1 found I 
ſhou'd only be able to fetch into her Wake. At 
this very Time I obſerv'd the Ann Galley Fireſhip 
with all her Sail abroad, going down upon the 
Spaniſh Admiral, who lay diſabled with his Stern 
to the Marlborough. The Enemy, in the Rear 
of the Spaniſh Admiral, fired at the Fireſhip, ex- 
cepting the two ſternmoſt Ships, but their Shot 
ſeemed to fall ſhort of her. | 


ABOUT five o'Clock 28 Galley Fire- 
ſhip, without being y aſſiſted, appeari 
B the Keaf, which Ship Ed fired 
ſeven or eight Guns at her, was preſently fet on 
Fire and blew up without doing Execution. A 
great Launch full of Men was ſent from the 
| Real to take her; but ſhe blew up before the 
Launch boarded her. 5 


AT the ſame Time faw Rear Admiral Note- 
ley and his Divifion ſtanding to the Northward 
towards us, with the Signal out for the Ships of 
his Diviſion to bear down into his Wake; and the 
French on the other Tack'fo cloſe after 
them, that their Heads being towards us, we 


cou d hardly diſtinguiſh them from one another. 


IN this Diſpoſition, when the Fireſhip had 
miſcarried, and our Van were making what Haſte 
hey cou'd to join our Center, with the French 

after them in good Order of Battle, Admiral 
Mathews haled down the Signal to e the 
Enemy, and the Signal for the Line of Battle, 
and hoiſted the white Flag at the on the 
Fore-top-maſt Head, the to give over 
Chace; upon which I haled down the Signal for 
the Line of Battle, repeated the Signal to give 
over Chace, and ſhortened Sail. 
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WHEN the French tack'd upon our Van, 
they had it m their Power, by their great Supe- 
riority, to deſtroy it ; but tho they ranged with- 
in Piftol-ſhot of four or five of our Ships, where 
they could have raked them fore and aft, they 
did not fire one Shot, but bore away to the Aſſi- 


ſtance of the Speniſh Squadron. 


At half paſt Five o'Clock. 


THE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle a-head, which Sig- 
nal I repeated. There was at this Time very 
little Wind, and ſo great a Swell, that, with the 
Loſs of a good deal of Room, it was all that the 
Ships wou*d wear: The Admiral wore and form'd 
the Line of Battle on the other Tack (the Star- 
board, the ſame the Rear Admiral was upon) 
leaving the Poder, the Ship that ſtruck, to be 
retook by the French Squadron, with the Zer- 
wick*s Lieutenant, and twenty-three of her Men: 
So precipitate was our Flight from the French, 
that there was not Time to fave their People. 


THE Dorſeifbire, Eſer, Rupert and Royal 
Oak wore when the Admiral did, which conſe- 
quently brought them - nearer to the ſternmoſt 
Ships of the SpaniÞ Squadron, that, by this 
Tn OY pin a cloſe Line with their Ad- 

in paſſing by, being on the contrary 
Tack, they fired, as did Admiral Mathews, the 
Derſeifbire? Eſſex, Rupert, Royal Oat, Dunkirk 
and Cambridze, u this Occafion ; which Firing 
was the laſt of the Action, and ſoon ceaſed : Our 
Fleet paſſed on, leaving the confederate Fleet. 


At 
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At Eight o'Clock at Night. 
THE Lieutenant of the Ruſſe! came on board 
of me from the Admiral, to acquaint me, that he 
had ſhifted his Flag on board of that Ship; and 


that it was his Directions for me to keep near to 
him all Night. 


LITTLE Wind all Night, variable, and 
ſometimes Calm. 


AT Day-break ſaw the Enemy in the S. W 
+ little Wind about N. E. and one of our 
Ships (which proved to be the Somerſet) diſtant 
three or four Miles, exc ſome Shot with 


F popes ent. 
their Fleet. 


I received «Latter from Admiral Mathews, di- 
recting me, when he made the Signal for the Line 
of Battle a-head of each other, to lead with my 


Diviſion, let it be with the Starboard or Larboard 
Tacks on Board 


AT the fame time ſent my Compliments to the 
Admiral by Capt. Long, with my 


that 
we ſhould do nothing, unleſs we engag'd the E- 


nemy in a proper Diſpoſition of Battle. 


At Nine o Clock. 
I made the Signal for my Diviſion to give chace 

to the S. W. and crouded fail a-head. 

At Eleven O Clock, 


THE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship a- breaſt of 
another, which I repeated. 


Monvpar, Feb. 13. 


T Two o Clock in the Afternoon the Ad- 
miral t too on the Starboard Tack; 
and at Three he made the Signal for me 
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to make Sail with my Diviſion, which I re 
and anſwered by making all the Sail I could. 
AT half paſt Three o'Clock the Admiral made 


the Signal for the Rear- Admiral and his Dion 
to make more fail, which I repeated. 


ALL this Afternoon kept into 2 
Line according to the Signal abroad, and going 
down upon the Enemy, who were going afore 
the Wind, retreating in great Diſorder, — 

T HE Spanih Squadron was a-head, and to 
Leeward of the Ge nd : Four of their Ships were 
diſabled, among which was the Real, the Spaniſh 
Admiral, whoſe Flag was flying without a Top- 
maſt on end, ds: + in tow of a large 


Ship. 
At Six G Clock. 


OUR Fleet brought to with their Starboard 
Tacks, being well formed in a Line of 
Battle. The Body of the bear- 
ing of me S.W. by W. and the Body of the French 

S, W. by S. At Seven o'Clock the Effex fet the 


Shani diſabled Ship, that ſtruck the Day before, 
on fire, and ſhe ſoon blew up. 


THE Burjerd join'd us from England, and 
fe]! into her Station in the Line of Battle. 


At Ten o'Clock at Night. 


1 Sight of the Enemy. Little Wind 
N. N. E. fine Moon-light Night. 


Ar half paſt Two O'Clock the Admiral fired 
Ten Guns, the Signal for the Fleet to make fail, 
which Signal I repeated and made fail, and con- 


Gale. my Courfe to the Weſtward with a freſh 
e. 


At 


THE „ 
white on the Flag; ſtaff at the F maſt- head. 
and fired a Gun; which Signal, by the Thirteenth 
Article of the Fighting 3 is for the 
Vice-Admiral and his Diviſion to draw into a 
Line of Battle a-head of one another : But by the 
Fourteenth Article of the Sailing Inſtructions, it 
is for the Vice-Admiral to ſend Ships to chace : 
Upon ſeeing the Signal made by the Admiral, 1 
it, and with my Diviſion in the Line of 
* 4nd wy 


ing upon the Enemy, and 


— — — the Deck, 
and he Real in tow. 


AT Eight o'Clock, the Admiral made the 


Signal for the Ships to windward to bear down 
into bis Wake. 


At Nine o Clock. 


H E made the for the Fleet to give over 
chace: Afterwards he made the for my 
Captain, but foon haled it in again, and ſent 
the Winchel/ſea to me, whoſe Captain came on 
Board with Directions for me to give over chace, 


Admiral. 
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vation and Bclief, 2 faithful and true Account of 


he Diſpoſition and Proceedings of his Majeſty's 
Fleet, and of the Combined Fleets (fo far as my 
Situation would allow) previous to, and after the 
Engagement: And if in the Delivery of it I 
appear too minute, I muſt beg leave to inform 
this Honourzble Houſe, that m the Courſe of 
this Inquiry many Incidents and Accidents, ſmall 
in themſelves (and to Gentlemen not properly 
well acquainted with Maritime Affairs, appearing 
perhaps trivial) may be attended with great, 
very preat Conſequences, eſpecially in regard to 
my ſelf, whoſe Behaviour upon that important 
Occafion, muſt in ſome meaſure be juſtified or 
condemned from them; and although it has been 
my Misfortune, not my Fault, to have received 
what I muſt humbly -preſume to call a ſevere and 
undeſerved Cenſure of my Conduct in the En- 
gagement, yet I am not without h that when 
this Inquiry is perfected, the Gentleman, whoſe 
Authority laid the preſent Suſſ on me, 
will have reaſon to think I did not deſerve it: 
And I flatt-r my felf no leſs, that when all Cir- 
cumftances ſhall be laid before this Houſe relating 
thereto, with ſuch Evidences as in e ſhort Time 
I ſhall be able to produce in fupport of them, 
that my Conduct ſhall appear in a Light very dif- 
ferent from what Enemies have placed it, 
and not unworthy the Truft, the Poſt, and Duty 
of an Admiral. My Honour, my Experience, 
and long Service, make an Inquiry moſt welcome 
to me, either here or in any other Place: It is 


what I have long ſolicited for, and as the Reſult 


of it will give publick Satisfaction, I eagerly and 


earneſtly atrend to it, as the only Means of have 
ing Juſtice done to my felf and to every other 


Vice 


Objed of it. 


— — — 
— — 
* —— — —— A— : 


— ä — — — 


1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ceed with me to England, has been ordered to convo 


6 an 
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Vice-A------] L=---& 
3 
The D---- of ie. 
Which accompanied a Copy of the Suſpenſion, 


Saliſbury, in Mahon- Harbour, 
My Lord Duke, 20th March, 1743. 


Jou will be pleaſed to ſignify to his Majeſty, 


that on the 16th, after the Night watch was 
ſet, in return to my Rejoinder, Mr. Mathews judg*d 
it proper to ſend me an Order of Suſpenſion. I know 
not what he writes to your Grace in Reply to it ; for 
he has not thought me deſerving of any other Anſwer. 
I can now only fay, that | have been deprived of my 
Authority in a very extraordinary Manner, and in- 
jured in the tendereſt Point, that of my Reputation; 
wherefore I humbly hope for all the Redreſs which is 
due to me, after ſuch an undeſerved arbitrary Stretch 


of Power. 


THE Salisbury, fince ſhe was appointed to pro- 


the Turkey Ships home, fo that my Paſlage will be 
much the „ and conſequently the 
the greater ; until I can throw myſelf at his Majeſty's 
Feet to ſeek Juſtice. In the mean time, I thought 
it my Duty to ſend your Grace a Triplicate of all the 
Papers that have paſſed between us, excepting the 
1s ef z _ the little Tins 1 Ip * | 
t ncertainty an Opportunity, urry 

have been in, would not permit. I am exceedingly 


nity, 
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nity, not knowing but the fame Man, who thus ſtops 
the Channel ot Correſpondence between your 
Grace and me, may alſo uie all * 4 and Means to 
get at my Packets. I have only to beg, that your 

e would be ſo good to excuſe the Errors that 
may be committed from ſo much Hurry, little Time, 
and want of proper Clerks. I muſt likewiſe beg, that 
you would be pleaſed to cauſe a oy of this Letter, 
with Mr. Mathews's Order of Suſpenſion, and my 
Anſwer, to be ſent to my Lords of of the Admiralty; 
for I have no Time, as the Ship who carries this, is 
already getting under Sail; and in caſe Mr. Secretary 
Corbett ſnould not have received my two former Pack- 
ets, I believe your Grace will think it neceflary for his 
Majeſty's Service, that Copies of the whole may be 
ſent to him for their Lordſhip's Information. I am, 


My L— D—, 
Your G „ &c. 


R——d L k. 


Vice- A—l L—k to the D—e of N le, 
from on board the Saliſbury at Mother-Bank, 


near Spithead, 24th May, 1744. 


My L— D—, 

HOPE your Grace reccived my Packet of the 
16th of March from Mahon, with a Duplicate 
_ ; likewiſe my Letter of the 20th of March, 
a Copy of Admiral Mathes Order of Suſ- 
penn hs a Triplicate of all the Pa which 
I bans tine fon tw your Grace. Ibeg Leave toac- 
quaint you, that the Salisbury, being directed to carry 
me home, failed from Mabon the 26th of March, 
with Merchant Ships under her Convoy, and arrived 

at St, Helens Yeſterday. 


W HE X. 
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WHEN TI kad flattered myſelf, what little Me- 
rit I poſſeſſed, was the Knowledge I had acquired in 
my Profeſſion, by the Dint of a — Experience, and a 
fervent Zeal tor his Majeſty's Service, always receiving 
in the Execution of my Duty, Approbation and Ap- 
plauſe; a ſenſible Encouragement to a Man who 
means well, and endeavours his utmoſt ; when an 
unblemiſh'd Reputation, and the general Eſteem, as 
an Officer well qualified, and well acquainted in his 
Majeſty's Service, were my Conſolation, at this time 
of Day, to feel 10 grievous an Injury, fo undeſerved, 
and heavy an Oppreſſion, is too ſevere for me to bear 
ts Shock: Nothing ſupports me under its Preſſure, 
but the Certainty of the King's Juſtice, and his moſt 
gracious Bounty to all his Servants: It is with infi- 
nite Regret, I am now neceſſitated to obſerve to your 
Grace, that while Admiral Mathews has enjoyed the 
Command in the Mediterranean, by making ſuch a 

Number of Officers, as he has done, and beſtow- 
ing other Favours, which accrue from his extenfive 
Power, he has been able toraiſe up many great Friends, 
and to form an Intereſt, capable of 2 
Truth and Innocence, in the Vindication of himſelt, 
and the Miſrepreſentation of me. He is not only a 
more potent Ad than ever he has yet been ; 
but, alas! I appear, in the Sight of the World, as a 
Delinquent, deprived of my Authority, and ſent 
home in an ignominious Manner, full in the Eyes of 
the Publick, at a Conjuncture, when it became more 
the immediate Duty of every Officer to exert himſelf, 
and facrifice his Like in the Sup of the King's 

Ocker, of my Rank 


Commands ; much more a Flag 
and length of Service. 

AND as moſt of Mankind will conclude, that 
Admiral Mathews has had good Reaſons for fo extra- 
ordinary a Proceeding > m—————_ Failure of 

* 


his 
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his Majeſty's Fleet will fallon me, and I ſhall be univer- 
fally condemn'd. To guard, then, in fame Meaſure, 
— ſuch a Weight of Injuſtice and Affliction in 
this the Opinion of the Nation, and my unfortunate 
Circumſtances, until his Majeſty, in his great Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, ſhall judge it neceſſary and convenient 
for me tojuſtify my Mes a legal Trial, that the Guilty 
may be openly detected, to take this Cenſure off me 
in the me an time I humbly implore that his Majeſty 

will be graciouſly pleaſed to grant me his Royal Leave 
to print the Papers on both Sides, which paſs'd be- 
tween Admiral Mathews and me ; which, in all Pro- 
bability, may prevent ſcandalous Infinuations, Preju- 
dice and Falſhood taking root, to add to my Perſe- 


cution. 


THE 26th of April, in the Evening, the Salisbury 
got under Sail from Gibraltar, but Captain Barradale, 
of the Shark Sloop, having the 26th examined a Dutch 
Ship off Cape Traflagar, was informed by the Maſter 
of her, that the 24th he ſpoke with a Spaniſh Ship of 


War of 68 Guns, with a Fly-boat under her Convoy ; 


and that next Day he faw them both go into Cadiz ; 
and on the 26th his Majeſty's Sloops, the Saltafh, 
Shark, and Nebec cruizing in the Gut, having made 
this Spaniſb Ship of War, with y Ships under her 
Convoy ; one of which was a — ſuppoſed 
to be loaded with a 
Captain Spragge _— the Xebec with this Infor- 
mation the Salisbury anchored again. 
The 27th i in the Morning ſhe weigh'd with the Tade, 
and faw the Spaniſd Man of War (which Ship was 
the Grand Lyon of 70 Guns) paſs thro? the Gut, with 
the Ships —— * Protection, the Salishury continu- 
ing her Courſe to the Weſtward with a freſh Eaſtern 
Gale; and in her Paſſage home ſhe has neither met 
with one Cruizer, nor received any Intelligence. 


THE 


— — Ic — 5 


unnn__— mo —— 


(22) 


THE Salisbury has had no Communication as 
yet; for inne 
our Letters, and is now going to * Qua- 
rantine ; and as ſoon as it is over, I have it in 
my Power to wait on your Grace. In the mean 
time, I beg the Honour of an Anſwer. I am, 


SIR, 

White hall, May 29, 1744. 
HAVE received the Favour of your Letter of 
the 24th Inftant, and have laid it before the King: 
As I ſhall ſoon fee you here, I ſhall then have an 


of you with his Majeſty's 

FThoug hts 8 it, which makes it 

unnec me to ing further at 4 

2 ä i 

| = 

Tours, &c. 

H—ů ˙N le. 

. Fice- 
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Vice. A—l L——k to the D— of N le. 


My L— D—, 
AST Night I arrived in Town; but the Gout 
being upon me, that 1 ain unable to ſet my 
Foot to the Ground, prevents my waiting on your 
Grace, agreeable to the Intention of, 
My L—- D—, 


Tour 6 — &c. 
Whitehall 
18th June 1744. mn Loh. 


Vice-A—l L—k to the El of Win-—ſa. 


My Lord, 

HEN I received the Honour of your Lord- 
ſhip's Letter at Portſmouth, — me, 
that his Grace the D— of N had, by his 
Majefty*'s Command, laid my two laſt Letters before 
my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty for their 
Opinion, I was extremely ill of the Gout. After wait- 
ing there till laſt Saturday Morning, I (et out for 
Town, and on Monday acquainted Mr. S——ry 
C——2t, by Letter, of my Arrival here; but as 
Diſorder continued to deprive me of my Legs, I 
could not poſſibly wait on their L——ſh—ps. Since 


* 
of Affliction I labour under, is the News of 
Promotion of junior Flag-Officers to the Rank above 
me, while I am left out (a). n= 


(-) Mr. Stuart and Sir Cbarl:s Hardy, inferior Flag Officers to 
Le, _— Le/tock, were, at this time, promoted to the Rank 
ve mum. 


1 


0 


| 
ö 
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THE Moment I can ſtand _ my Legs, I 
ſhall not fail of waiting on your ip; but in 
the mean time, NM 
and Diſhonour, to be like) 
Conviction, a Sanction to Admiral Mathews's Inj 
tice, Miſrepreſentation, and Calumny, in regard to 
me, and a Demonſtration of Guilt to the World, 
without the Juſtice of a legal Tryal, which I humbly 
I have an indubitable Right to, I cannot 


apprehend 

help preſuming to beg of your Lordſhip an Explana- 
tion. I am, 

My Lord, 


k Tours, &c. 
Charing-Croſs, tbe 
21/8 June 1744. 


R— d L--k. 


E—I of Win —— to Vic. II L——<k. 


SIX, 


am very ſorry for the ill State of your Health, by 
I which I have been prevented ſeeing you. I am 


rprized you ſhould think that a Promotion of Flags, 
obs the Time of I gives any Sanc- 
tion to what has paſſed in tion to your Conduct, 
without entering into the Merits of your Cauſe, one 
way or other. e 
Crown will undoubtedly do you Juſtice, and till then. 
either hoiſting of your Old Flag. or giving you a new 
one, would be as as you ſay every 
has been which has d to you fince the Action 


in the Mediterranean. I am, 
SIX, | 
June 21, 1744. Yours, &c. 


624) 
Lx to the E— I of Win — ea. 


Vice- A—— 


My L—, 
AM extremely obliged to your Lordſhip for the Ex- 
planation which I receivd laſt Night; I am now 
entirely ſatisfied : But without ſuch an Anſwer | muft 
confeſs, it would have added to the Pain of the Gout. 


People, in my Circumſtances, are very ſuſceptible of 
Jealouſy, eſpecially where their Nn and Seni- 
ority ſeem to be invaded : I hope, therefore, your 


will forgive the Infirmity of Human Nature. 
I am with the greateſt Reſpect, 


My L— 
Yours, &c. 


R—d L— k. 


Vice-A——l L——k to the D-— of N——le. 


July 1744. 

N Giles on mace mat Cum 3 
on my L— #in———ſea, and the Admiralty 
Board ; ay" Gag ua — y Affair was indeed re- 
ſerred to them their nion, and according 

they had ſent their Judgement to vor Once the ib 
Majeſty's Information ; conſequently I muſt now at- 
2 for the — 


WHILE Iam thus i and op 
a_ pray your would to 
approve of m bliſhing the Pa that paſſed be- 
tween Admiral * and WE which I ſhall 
_ forbear publiſhing your Grace's Letter after my Arri- 


„once 


val at Spitbead ; the only one I have had the honour 
to receive from your Grace, Eg 0 EC CD 


nn —- 
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What induces me to be the more urgent, beſides my 
Reputation as an Officer being at Stake, is certain In- 
telligence, that theſe Papers will be publiſhed by other 
Hands; there being many Copies in Town, wherein 
Falſities and Miſtakes may be inſerted, and the Pub- 
lick impoſed upon; therefore I befeech your Grace's 
Confideration. I am, 
My L— D——, 
Tour Grate's, &c. 


R— d L—k. 


V ice- A4 — 717 L—xk ta the D.— of N——le. 


My L— D—, July 27th, 1744. 
T is now above two Months, fince I made my 

firſt Application to your Grace for publiſhing thoſe 
Papers that paſſed between Admiral Mathews and me, 
as what I owed my ſelf in ſupport of an injured Re- 
putation; but as I received no Aniwer before your 
Grace went into Suſſex, I was neceſſitated to trouble 
you with another Letter to this Purpoſe, and J hum- 
bly hope now for your Grace's Determination : Being 
the more ſollicitous therein, from a certain Informa- 
tion that they will be publiſh'd by other Hands, per- 
haps to my Diſadvantage, and the Impoſition of the 
Publick. I beg leave likewiſe to acquaint your Grace 
again, that in Obedience to your Commands, I wait- 
ed ſeveral times on my L— Win ſea and the 
Admiralty Board; who tell me my Affair was in- 
deed referred to them for their Opinion, and accord- 
ingly they had ſent it to your Grace for his Majeſty's 
Information, conſequently that I muſt now attend 
your Grace for the Royal Reſult. I am, 


My L— D—, 
Your Grace's, &c. 


— Lonoke. 
D LV ice- 
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Vice-A——t L——k to the D-— of N ——le, 
to the ſame Purfort as bis former Letters. 


My L— D—, 


Auguſt 13, 1744. 
A M under the greateſt Uneaſineſs tor fear of be. 


ing thought troubleſome, a Character I would a- 
void at any rate, eſpecially to your Grace; but what 
I foreſaw, and mentioned in my Letters, is come to 
paſs ; for in ſeveral of the daily Papers of laſt Week, 
the Papers that paſſed between Admiral Mathers and 
me, are ad vertiſed to be publiſhed, therefore I am 
forced to renew my Application; begging that I may 
have his Majeſty's Leave to PT them my ſelf, to 
prevent the Publick being miſled by a ſpurions Copy. 
I have taken the Liberty to incloſe one of theſe Pa- 
pers, to convince your Grace of this Truth. 


I MUST likewiſe beg leave again to repeat to 
your Grace, what I have mentioned in my former 
Letters, That in Obedience to your Grace's Com- 
mands I waited on my L— Vin ——ſ% a and the 
Admiralty Board, who tell me, that my Affair was 
indeed referred to them for their Opinion, and accord- 
ingly they had ſent it to your Grace for His Majeſty's 
Information; conſequently that I muſt attend your 
Grace for the Royal Reſult (5). I am, 


My L- D a 
Jour Grace's, &c. 


R——d 1.—— &. 


Mr. 

(5) Nr. Loc, did not only write frequently on the ſame 5ub- 
ject to his G— the D—ke of Je, but took all Opportunities 
of waiting on him, for near three Months together, which Con- 
itancy at laſt produced the K—g's Order to the L—ds of the Ad- 
ty, ſignitying his Pleaſure to bring Admiral ZefFock wich all 
poſlible Expedition to his Trial. Accordingly, Mr. S——y 
Cott, 
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Mr. $S——ry Cor—tt 70 Vice A—1 L——k. 


SIX, 
Admiralty- Office 20th Aug. 1744. 

HE Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiraliy hav- 
ing received his Majeſty's Pleaſure to bring you 
to your Tryal, for your Conduct in the late Action 
againſt the Fleets of France and Spain, in the Meditey- 
ranean, and that the fame ſhould be done in the moſt 
expeditious manner that the Circumſtances of the 
Caſe will admit; His Majeſty judging it for his Ser- 
vice that an Affair of ſuch Conſequence to the Pub- 
lick ſhould be immediately enquired into, I am or- 
dered by their Lordſhips to acquaint you, that they 
defign to have a Court-Martial held here in England 
for that Purpoſe, ſo ſoon as Mr. Mathews and you ſhall 
be ready for it. Their Lordſhips direct you to pre- 
pare for the faid Tryal, and to let their L ips 

know when you are ready. I am, 


SIR, 
Nours, &c. 
Tho. Cor—tt. 
D 2 Vice- 


C te, by his Letter of the 26th of Auguſt 19144, gives him No- 
tice. But as to the Printing the Letters and Papers that paſs'd be- 
eween the Admirals, Mr. 15 was forbid doing it, in the Name 
of the M——y, which he forbore. However, in the fame 
Month thete Papers were publiſh'd, with Remarks on, and An- 
ſwers to the Narrative of the Fleet in the Mediterranean. What- 
ever Satisfaction the Original Papers might give the Publick, to 
ſhow where the Fault lay, theſe Remarks and Anſwers were fo 
Trifling, Weak, and Infignificant, that they were not thought 


deſerving of a Reply; as they ſeemed rather to illuſtrate the man 
glaring Truths, and ſtrong Arguments of the Pamphlet, — 
The Narrative, than to controvert and prove the Falſhood and Ma- 
lignity of them. 
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Vice-A — I L— -k to Mr. Sec-—-y Cor—tt. 


S I R, 
Auguſt 2r, 1744. 


OTHING ever gave me greater Pleaſure 
than the Receipt of your Letter of yeſterday's 
Date: An Enquiry into my Conduct, for the fake 
of his Majeſty's Service, the Publick Good, and in 
vindication of my ſelf, has been my conſtant Appli- 
cation to his Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State from 
the Day of my Arrival 'till now; the Knowledge 
therefore of the Royal Reſult, cannot but give me 
oy, and alſo I think myſelf much obliged to their 
rdſhips for the Early Notice you have given me 
of their Intention, it is a ſure Inſtance of their Juſtice ; 
tho' I am conſcious my Cauſe is ſuch, that I want no 
other Preparation than the Arrival of the Evidence, 
having from the beginning been ready to juſtify my- 
ſelf, to fix the general Odium where it ſhould lay, 
and to overthrow all Miſrepreſentation and Calumny. 


IT is neccHary however for me to obſerve at this 
time to their Lordſhips, that I have no Charge againſt 
me beſides the Queries, which Admiral Mathews ſent 
to me ; theſe, with his Replications to my Anſwers, 
imply my Accuſation, as well from the Tenor of the 
Order of Suſpenſion, as from your Letter ſignifying 
His Majeſty's Pleaſure to their Lordfhips to bring me 
to my Trial for my Conduct, in the late Action againſt 
the Fleets of France and Spain in the Mediterranean. 


IN a Caſe then where an impartial Enquiry and 
the ſtricteſt Scrutiny are abſolutely neceſſary, towards 
the Explication of fo important a Subject, with ſub- 
miſſion to their Lordſhips, it appears requiſite to me, 
that the Evidence ought not to be confined to any 
Particular Number, but to include all the Captains, 

| Officers 


OE —— 
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Quarter-Deck People of the Ships in my 


Officers and 
Diviſion, (which Perſons from their Situation were 
the beſt able to diſtinguiſh) on the Day of the late 
Action in the Mediterranean: The greater Number 
of Witneſſes that are examined, the more conſpicuous, 
and notorious, will the Innocence or Guilt 1 
But if his Majeſty's Service, or the Number of Ships 
under their Lord ſhips Order to return home, will not 
admit of ſuch a Proceeding, I muſt with infinite Re- 
gret ſubmit to a leſſer Number, in which I hope their 
Lordſhips will do me the Juſtice to indulge me, as 
my Reputation, my All is at Stake, either including 
the Applauſe or Cenſure of the King, their Lordſhips, 
and the Voice of the Nation (c). _ 
A 


(e) The Diſadvantages the ſuſpended Admiral labours under 
are innumerable, while Mr. M. , on che contrary, has all 
the Benefit that Fortune, Power and Intereſt cangive him. Amo 
the many Advantages we may venture to enumerate, that his Mi 
conduct cannot be enquired into, before Mr. I is juſtined; 
and if that never happens, then, in all Probability, he will exult 
over him, and his Raſhne\s, Folly, and Misbehaviour, particularly 
that of never exerciſing and diſciplining the Ships under his 
Command, by frequently drawing them into Lines of Battle, 
agreeable to his Init ructions; and, above all, ſutfering the Enemy 
to get away the third Day with their lame Ships, by calling Mr. 
L——& off from the Chace, tho' undeniable Facts, and univer- 
fally known, will nevertheleſs eſcape Cenſure, and be involved 
in the Vice Admiral*s Condemnation, as it cannot be ſuppuſed. 
he will ever afterwards have Intereſt enough to bring him co an 
Account. It is a Diſpute between an Admiral in Power, next 
to being at the Head of the Fleet, (joined to a formidable Intereit 
of other Admirals, who, if they do not in ſome Meaſure owe to 
him their Promotion, yet they received many Obligations from 
him when he commandcd) and an inferior Admiral, deprived of 
Power, and injured in the tendereſt Point, that of his Reputation, 
ſtruggling for Juſtice, and a fair Deciſion. ——The Ditference be- 
tween being Proſecutor and Defendant is eaſily diſtinguiſhed, both 
in regard ro perſonal Circumftances, and the | cpm Opinion of 
Mankind. In ſhort, one ſeems to have it in his Power either to 
become a powerful, ſtrenuous Friend, or a ſevere, bitter Enemy; 
whereas the impotent State the other appears in, ſeems to incapa- 
citate him from being either of them, The immenſe Wealth Mr. 
1 has acquired, has given him Power, and the 2 
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ALLOWING for what may poſſibly be, Un- 
thinking and Unintelligible People, my own Preſer- 
| vation 


of Preferments he has Io laviſhly beſtowed, at the Expence of 

iblick Treafure, has given him Intereſt, and raiſed up many 

ri nds; there are the Profpets of Power and Intereſt to allure 
with, and thoſe of Enmity and Reſentment to intimidate 
with, conſequently they muſt have ſome Weight and Influence, 
toget her with that implacable Hatred, nouriſhed almoſt from In- 
fancy, and the Neceſſity of juſtifying his Conduct, by the Ruin 
of him, whoſe Vindication muſt condemn himſelf, nay bring 
about his Diſhonour, Intamy and I ofs of Fortune.—On the other 
Hand, Mr. L-——&, in the Eye of the Law, is deemed a Crimi- 
nal; beſides the Clamo:;r of the Multitude, who received the 
firſt Rumour and Noiſe implicitly, which Reaſon and Innocence, 
tho” ever fo viſible, can never eradicate, as their popular Fury ren- 
der them incapable of forming a juſt Judgment, and making a 

diſpaſſionate Enquiry to remove the firſt Impreſſion, we have found 
bim contending with almoſt inſurmountable Difficulties, to pro- 
cure what every Exglibmas has an indubitable Right to, that of 
being heard, before he can be puniſhed, cenſured or diſgrac'd. 
He had no Opportunity to accumulate Wealth, or make 
Friends, bur trom the Jus of his Cauſe ; an inconſiderable 
Advocate in this Age! Let the Reader judge then, whether his 
Innocence muſt not be very conſpicuous, for a Court-Martial to 
 xcquit him honourably, compoſed of Sea-Officers, who cannot be 
excited, with regard to him, either by Hope or Fear; whole par - 
rieular Intereſts cannot be leffen'd, or Promotions endanger'd by 
his Reſentment, whatever their Sentence ſhould happen to be, et- 
pecially if they ſhould arm themſelves againit him, by parting ic 
tor ever out of his Power to attempt it: Hence it can only be 
an honeſt Courage, capable of reſiiting every powertul I empra- 
rion, Fear and Deluſion, together with that Independence of 
Mind which enables a Court to do }:itice, that can JP ac- 

nit this unfortunate Gentleman. Confd.ring theſe Circum- 
— with many others, equally prevalent, but too tedious to 
repeat, what hath he not at Stake ? a'l that is dear to him ; the 
Reputation of an Otkcer, aud fiſty Years Service. — Can it be 
thought in this View, by the Judicions and Impartial, an unrea- 
ſonable Boon to require the Officers and Quarter-deck People of 
two Ships, with the Fire- ſhip's People that were faved, being ſent 
for home — Among which there ſhould be an Allowance made for 
the Ignorant ani Stupid, who can give no reaſonable Account; 
for out of this Number, it isa Queſtion whether a fourth Part of 
them may be intelligible Perſons: S ch s :he Diſad vantage of 
ſending for Evidence at random, at ſo great a Diſtance, 5 
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vation will not ſuffer me to leſſen the Number of the 
annexed Lift. I am, 


SIX, 
Tours, &c. 


R——d L——k 


N. B. With the above Letter the Vice- A——| ſent 
a Liſt of Evidence, requeſting of their L———ps 
to ſend Orders to bring them home ; but to this 
Letter no Anſwer was returned. 


Vice - 
tbe Poſlibility of knowing the Depth of their Knowledge and 
. X afierwards amending any work of _ — 
proceeding from Ignorance, veſting the I rial to t 
until — ſenſible — res has _ and come 4 For 
Example, there may be fifreen out of twenty, who can neither 
ſpeak tor, nor againſt particular Facts; whereas the remaining 

ve may be poſitive in their Depoficions, and determine the Point. 
What Perſon then in b-ing would truſt fo great a Stake to fo pre- 
carious a Dependance as that of ſending for a few, when the 
Laws of his Country give him Authority co inſiſt upon as many 
as he pleaſes ? But tho? this be the Cale of 41 L——o&, it 
cannot be inferr'd that ic is Mr. M s: For after he ſuſ- 
pended the former, and ſent him home, wich all 1 Diſ- 
teh, he had Time ſufficient to pick out, among the Crouds of 
bis Creatures, to allure, nay to prefer ſuch Perſons as were willing 
to ſupport the Legality of this Suſpenſion, whether actuated there- 


to by falſe Gratitude and future Proſpects, or a Conformity to 
Truth—Ar leaſt this Gentleman had it in his Power to guard a- 


inſt ſending for unneceſſary People, who could not fpeak to his 
| _ y if he was ſo conſcientious to heſitate at any Iniquity and 
Injuſtice to finiſh what he had begun in Vindication of himſelf. — 
When all this is thoroughly conſidered, and that common Prudence 
and Self- preſervation, che firſt Law of Nature, direct us not to 
depend on the Juſtice of our Cauſe alone, but to arm agaiaſt every 
finitter Art and Stra that a lame and wicked Cauſe may 
prompt ; to which the Innocent and Unwary too often fall a Sa- 


crifice, by being lull'd affeep in a dangerous Security, and neg- 
lecti 282 , wit nece Preparation: It us 
ms —5 wonder'd at, that Mr. . 2 
Officers and Quarter-deck People of the whole Diviſion being 
ſent for, ſince it is not only obvious that moit of theſe Ships from 
their being kept fo long abroad, even longer chan choſe 

arri vod, are hardly able co ſwim, but that the Officers and Quar- 
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 Vice-A — L k to Mr. S——y 
Cor—-tt. 
'# & 


Chigwell, Aug. 30. 1744- 
AVING recollected that rm Mgt ba 
in his Replications to my Anſwers to his Que- 
nes, takes the Liberty to affirm that it was abſolutely 
in my Power to have ſtopt the four ſternmoſt Ships 
of the Enemy from getting a-head ſo near to the Fire- 
Ship, when (he was going down upon the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral ; by which Neglect the Admiral fays, accord- 
ing to his credible Informations, the Fireſhip muſt 
have ſunk by the Shot ſhe received from thoſe Ships, 
had ſhe not blown up: In order therefore to be the 
better able to prove this Accuſation to be unjuſt, and 
that not one of the Shot reac h'd her; I muſt trouble 
their Lordſhips, deſiring they would be pleas*'d to 
add to the Lift of Evidence to be ſent for home, the 
Officers and Men who were on board of the Fire- 
Ship, or in the Boat along fide of her, when ſhe blew 
up; as they muſt certainly be the beſt Judges, whe- 
ther the Shot reach*d from that er. I muſt 
likewiſe beg of their Lordſhips to add to the Neptune's 
Lift two Midſhipmen, whoſe Names are Sanp and 
Davidſon. | am, 

SIX, 


Jaurs, &c. 
RNR— 41. —— 


Mr. 


rer-deck People of four or five of the nine Sail, which were fut- 
thus to come home without bringing any of his Evidence, 

maugre all his Sollieitations, might have at leaſt been 
with choſe of his Diviſion, without any Inconveniencies, or in- 
juring the publick Service: And, in had it been the Ex- 
change of the whole nine Sale, why not, when theſe Ships were 
eo 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— — A ? — _— 


r 


( 33) 


Mr. O----ne (in the Abſence of Mr. Sec———ry 
Cor——tt) to Vice-A | L———k. 


SIX, 
Admiralty-Office, Sept. 1, 1744. 
HAVE received your Letter of yeſterday's Date, 
defiring that the Officers and Men who were on 
board of the Fire-Ship, or in the Boat along-fide of 
her, that was ſent to burn the Spanih Admiral, may 
be added to the Lift of Evidence to be ſent for home z 
as alſo two of the Neptune's Midſhipmen, which I 
have communicated to my Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty, and am, (in the abſence of the 


— * 
Durs, &c. 
R— d O— re. 


to bring Satisfaction to an injured Nati ig with Expectation, 
and to rel In 
Affairs of much Jeſs Im Officers and Quarter-deck People, 
nay even whole Ship's Companies have been turn'd over, or ex- 
chang's; ny I CO —＋· _ —_— 
priſing, upon ſo extraordinary an Exi | is ſubmicted to 
the Judgment of the Reader. a | 
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Vice I IIK to Mr. Sec 


"Y 
{or tt. 


SIX, 
November 16, 1744. 


AVING received a Letter from you, dated 
the 2oth of Auguſt, fſignifying his Majeſty's 
« Pleaſure to their Lordſhips, to bring me to a 
« Tryal, for my Conduct in the late Action in the 
„% Mediterrancan, and that the ſame ſhould be done 
in the moſt expeditious manner that the Cir- 
* cumſtances will admit; His Majeſty judging it 
for his Service that an Affair of ſuch Conſe- 
«© quence to the Publick, ſhould be immediately 
* enquired into: to prevent a Moment's time 
being loſt through my means, to retard the 
King's Commands, the publick Juſtice, and my own 
Vindication ; next Morning, the 21ſt of Auguft, I 
writ to you for the Information of their Lordſhips, 
expreſſing my Satisfaction and Pleaſure ; and that 
nothing might be wanting on my Part, I annex*d a 
Lift of Evidence, which were neceſſary to be ſent for 
immediately home, in ſupport of my Cauſe. To 
which I had no Anſwer, nay not even a Receipt for 
my Letter on ſo important a Subject; therefore I 
think it now my Duty to ſend you a Copy of it. 


ON the 3oth of the ſame Month, I ſent you an- 
other Letter, requeſting of their Lordſhips, and ſhow- 
ing the Neceſſity to add to the former Lift of Evi- 
dence, the Officers and Men who were on board the 
Fireſhip, or in the Boat along-fide of her, when ſhe 
blew up, near to the Spanih Admiral; as alſo two 
Midſhipmen more of the Neptune, viz. Mr. Stamp, 
and Mr. Davidſon; which Letter was acknowledged 
to have been received, in your Abſence, by Mr. O/- 


(35) 

burne, I cannot but be exceedingly ſorry and aſto- 
niſhed to learn, that their Lordſhips have not been 
pleaſed, in conſequence of the King's Commands for 
diſpatch, their Intention fignified (to me) to hold a 
Court-Martial here in England upon me, and theſe 
my importunate Letters, to order the neceſſary Evi- 
dence home, on board of thoſe nine Sail of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships, that are expected every day from the 
Mediterranean; particularly as the Namur, my Ad- 
verſary's Ship, is one of them (d). For my own part, 
I feel this Delay to be extremely painful, and ſo much 
additional Weight to what I have ſuffered already, is 
almoſt inſupportable. Inſomuch that I think my ſelf 
obliged to trouble you again, begging their Lordſhips 
Juſtice and Confideration, in ordering the Officers and 
Quarter-deck People home, of his Majeſty's Ships 
the Neptune and Torbay, with the Fireſhip's Officers 
and Men. My Caſe is ſo ſevere, that I am 
to be willing even to run the riſque of Danger, by 
lefſening the Number of Evidence, rather than not 
uſe Diſpatch in C7 Cauſe to an Iflue, after 

2 a 


(d) Mr. . here laments the more, and indeed with ſome 
Reaſon, that the neceſſary Witneſſes were not ordered home, on 
board of the nine Sail expected, particularly as the Namur 
44211 Ship was one of them: For, beyond all Dig 
pute, this Ship had a 2 Repair, and was compleatly fitted 
juſt before ſhe ſail'd; therefore ſhe muſt be in a much better Con- 
dition than any one of the remaining three ſecond Rates in the 
Mediterranean, that had been in Commiſſion eighteen Months 
longer upon Service, and now above four Years fince 
were clean'd ; inſomuch, that while the Namur was able co keep 
the Sea, the Barffeur in particular was obliged to be ſent to Ma- 
bon to be patch'd up there: An evident Proof of A=mj M——;s; 
Preheminence and Superiority, to the Prejudice of Admiral L—&, 
if not to the publick Service. Whether this Point was carried by 
miſrepreſencing the true State and Condition of the Manar, or 
by Dine of Intereſt, and the Power of Friends, we cannot ſay ; 
but fo it has happened, and may be ſuppoſed to have given Mr. 
1 en from the Appearance, to glance it 
at their .. in this Letter to Mr. = Cammunnts, 
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a conſtant Application, and Attendance of fix Months 
for that purpoſe (e). Iam, 
Nours, &c. 
Rd L-—k. 


N. B. With the above Letter the Vice-A—1 ſent 
4 Copy of bis Letter, dated the 21ft of Auguſt, 
with the Liſt of Evidence annex'd thereto. 


e) As we cannot pretend to give any juſt Reafon why the 
18 C——s of the 1 — rould <2. declined lending for 
the Evidence requir'd by Ad—1 L—#Þ (in his Letter of 21 Aug. 
next Day after receiving Mr. Corbert's Letter, which ſignified 
the King's Pleaſure, and their Lordſhip's Reſolution) and omit 
fo fair an Opportunity as that of nine Sail coming home her, 
which may not happen again while the War continues, the im- 
_ Reader will — be — yy to find A—I 8 alarm'd 
on this Occaſion, ex is Surprize at t left, and 
will cake this Letter rather as \ manifeſt Proof of his — 
and Fervour to bring on the Hearing, than any Back wardneſs 
and Lukewarmneſs, as the Enemies to Truth, and him, have 
ven out; nay ſome of them of Diſtinction, the Nature of whoſe 
mployments, one would have thought, ſhould have taught them 
Truth and Candour, and prevented their giving Scope to ſo much 
Ignorance and Malice. This Gentleman's Affiduity in ſpurring 
on the L—ds of the 42225, and demandi Diſpatch agrea- 
ble to the K—g's Commands, the Aſtoniſhment he expreſſes, with 
the Complaints he makes that the Witneſſes had not been ordered 
home, nor yet he received any Reply to his Letter, requiring this 
Juſtice, tho“ wrie almoſt three Months ago, ſufficiently ſhew how 
ready and eager he was to juſtify himſelf ; and that he had uſed 
his utmoſt Endeavours to forward the Enquiry.—W hat then are 
we to think of choſe Men, thoſe Detractors and Revilers, when 
we find them publiſhing, and openly to all the World declaring 
the contrary, and loading the innocent Perſon with the Reproach 
of putting off, and protrach the Time of Trial, by raifing Diffi- 
culties, and flarting trifling Objections 


Ax. 
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M.. Sec ry Cor—tt 70 Vice. 


9 k. 


SIR, 
Admiralty-Office 20th Nov. 1744- 


HAVE laid before my Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty, your Letter of the 16th Inſtant, 
incloſing a Copy of one I received from you, dated 
the 21ſt of Auguſt laſt. As to my not owning the 
Receipt of that Letter, you are defired to recollect, 
that it was an Anſwer to mine to you of the Day pre- 
ceding ; acquainting you, that their Lordſhips had re- 
ceived the King's Orders to bring you to your Tryal, 
which they ſhould do, ſo ſoon as you and Admiral 
Mathews ſhould be ready for it (f). As Mr. Ma- 
thews was then on his way home, by Land, their 
Lordſhips could not regularly proceed farther in that 
Buſineſs, either as to the ſummoning of Witneſſes, or 
otherwiſe; till he had delivered in the Subſtance of 
his Charge againſt you (g.) I had their 2 
ders 


(/) Mr. Spy is deſir'd in the Ad — 's Reply to recallect 
in his Turn, that tho' the Admiral's Letter acknowledged the 
Receipt of his the preceding Day, yet as it contained how Vis, 
Mr. L—& had a Right to an Anſwer, fignifying their L—yp's 
Reſolution, and not be kept three Months in Suſpenſe, without 
— what obitructed the Jultice he had a Title to demand of 

em. 

(2) The ſummoning of Mr. L—t's Witneſſes when he deſired 
it, could not have been attended with the leaſt Injuſtice to either 
Party, or any ill Conſequences; on the contrary, it would have 
made great Diſpatch in this Affair, and been a very neceffary Pro- 
ceeding, conſidering that theſe Ships were order'd home ; ſup- 
poling the Charge againſt him had not been known to be fixed 
and certain: But this was nut the Caſe ; their L——ps having 
received Mr. . Queries, and Reply to Mr. L———Þ's 
Anſwers to theſe ** together with the Copy of the Order 


of Suſ i been all printed and ſome 
penſion (v had * publiſhed 


638) 

Orders to write to him on that Head, upon his Ar- 
rival in England; which I did on the 25th of Septem- 
ber, acquainting him with the Orders their Lordſhips 
had received from His Majeſty, for enquiring into 
your Conduct at a Court-Martial, and that therefore 
they defired to know the Particulars of what he had 
to charge againſt you, and what Evidence he defired 
may be brought to ſupport the faid Charge : to 
which I received an Anſwer dated the 17th Inſtant, 
fignifying, that he could not find his Papers to know 
the Names of ſome of his neceſſary Evidences, till 
two Days before (+); that his Charge againſt you is 
contained in the Queries, with the Addition of one 
more Article, the whole being put together in the 
annexed Papers for your Information. 

| YOU 


Months ago) theſe undoubtedly then, with the K—g's Order to 
their I — ps, to try him for his Conduct in the late Action, 
amply'd and fixed the Charge in fo explicit a Manner, that it was 
impoſſible to think that Mr. L——& could be try'd for any thing 
elſe ; conſequently the Reaſon the S———y is pleas'd to give, 
could be of no Weight or real Hindance to their L——p's fur- 
ther Proceedings. 

(5) Efpecially when we find that Ad—l ,, after his 
Arrival in England, was fo patiently and paſſively ſuffer'd to be 
filent on that Subject for ſeven Weeks; and when the migh 
Mountain brought torth, behold he excuſed himſelf, that he had 
not been able to find his Papers before, to know the Names of the 
neceffary Evidences An idle Pretence, and the more ridiculouſly 
pleaded on thi. Occafion, as it is directed to 3 Board, where ſome 
of chem had tull well experienc'd what Pains and Labour he had 
taken to raiſe Objection; towards obſtructing the coming on of 
the Trial; alledging, that Mr. L—+ was not now in the Service, 
as if che Crown could have been brought to govern in the fame 
deſpotick Manner as he has done, inconſiſtent with the Liberties, 
Laws, and Juſtice which are due to every Egli Subject. Be- 
fides hinring, as weakly as ignorantly, that he could not be le- 
gally try'd, as obably a junior Flag-Officer to him would preſide 
at the Court Martial: As if the L—ds C——rs for executing 
the Office of Lord High Ad—l were not fully empowered, by 
an Act of Parliament, to grant a Commiſſion to any inferior F lag- 
Officer chat they pleaſe, nay even were it to the junior —— 

m1 
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YOU will judge, when you have peruſed the 
ſaid Heads, of what i charged againſt you, whether 
you would have any change made in the Lift of Evi- 
dences you defire, in your Letter of the 16th Inftant, 
to be ſent for from the Mediterranean; and to let their 
Lordſhips know your final Determination —_ 
that — give ſpeedy Orders for bringing 
over; their r. Ladd being 1 DNS 20 10- 
ſtrain you in whatever you think neceſſary to your 
Juſtification. I am, 

SIX. 


Tours, &c. 


Tno. Co — rr. 


miral, to try the firſt Admiral in Great Britain. What would 
the Enemics of Mr. J, the Creatures of Mr. ,, 
and the Followers of his Fortune give, for ſo fair an Opening to 
declaim and inveigh againſt Mr. / Abend y ? Surely theſe as 
Scruples and Hefitations, joined with that —— and paſſive 
Humour in the Ad————ty, would, with great Juſtice und $ Shew 
of Reaſon, give Room for Chaſtiſement = itter R 
And after this, can any Wretch be adventurous and imp: 
Er ae, cd from? any het of Me. £ 
1 u an 
na“ , 
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Heads of the Charge made by A———l M 


WS 
againſt the Conduft of ice L———<k, 
before and during the Action with the French and 
Spaniſh F'zets in the Mediterranean, on the 111 


of February 1743. 


CONTAINING 


The Queries flated by A I'M ws, and 
ſent to Vice-A 11 k on the 20th of 
February 1743, as they are printed in the 12th and 
14'h Pages in the Original Letters and Papers be- 


tween M ws and L. k. 
ALSO 
A I M———$8s Reply to Vice- f———— 


L— —kK's Anſwers to the aforementioned Que- 
ries, dated the 4th of March 1743, as printed in 
the 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22d Pages in the ſame 
Original Letters and Papers between M WS 
and L———k. 


AND 


An Extra of A | M— s Letter to 
Mr. S yy Cor—— tt, dated the 17th of 
November 1744, an additional Article to the Que- 
ries, and Replies, viz. 


15 E Charges againſt the late Vice-A— 1 
s Conduct are contained in the 


* and my Reply to his Anſwers to thoſe Que- 
ries I ſent their Lordſhips ; to which I have now 
only to add, that he was guilty of a moſt ſcandalous 


Breach of Truſt, by ſending his own Captain (Cap: 


(41) 
tain Stepney) to Captain Parvis, at that time under 
Conſinement in order to be tried at a Cour:-Ma tial, 
on his own Accuſation, for Miibchav'o:r in the 
time of Service, as appears in the ſaid Viie-A—l 


L ks Reply, &c. with Inſtructions to the faid 
Captain Purvis, how to conduct himſelf at the Court- 
Martial, and with Aſſurances that he would do him 
no Harm (7). 


N. B, The Queries end Reply were wrote at length, 
with the abcve Extract, which makes the whole 
Charge againſt the Vice- A— J. and as ſuch 
was ſigned by Mr. Sec ry Corm—tt, 


i) Undoubtedly Mr. L—+, with good Reaſon, might have 
refuſed anſwering to this additional Article, as what could not 
poſſibly, with any Degree of Jultice, be reckon'd part of the 
Charge againſt him: However, he ſuhmitted to it; arming him- 
ſelf with his own Innocence, and thereby preventing the De- 
traction and Calumny of his Adverfaries, who, upon this Occa- 
ſion, would have made the molt ſevere and uncharitable Cun- 
ſtructions. Notwithſtanding this Article is call 4 a ſcan- 
dalons Breach of Truſt, the firſt Lieutenant of the & prane, on 
the Day of the late Action, candidly confeſſes himſelf whe guilty 
fo far as to fend to Capt. Purvrs, though not by Capt. Stepney, 
to plead in his own Defence a manuſcript Addition to the firſt 
Article of the fighting Inſtructions, made and ſigned by the Com- 
mander in Chief, conſequently in full Force, rho” perhaps too 
unguardedly added, as it elp'd, no doubt, to acquic the unfor- 
tunate Captain.——But ſo far from eſteeming this a Breach of In- 
tegrity, or an Act of Injuſtice, we cannot help thinking that Hu- 
manity and common Honeſty teach us this Candour and Charity 
to our Fellow Creatures ; and what would have become the Judges 
of the Court-Martial, even the Preſident himſclf (if he was not 
ignorent of his own Order) to mention it, had its Notice eſcaped 
the Priſoner's Obſervation. Otherwiſe, by the fame Pariry of 
Reaſon, ic may be deemed Juſtice to condemn a dumb Man, whoſe 
Innocence is known to his Judge, becauſe he cannot ſpeak to claim 
his Teſtimony ; and it is thus made a ſcandalous Breach of Truſt 
for the Judge to ſpeak the Truth in his Behalf From ſuch 
Principles ot Juſtice, and fo open a Violation of the Rights and 
Privileges of Mankind, Heaven preſerve every Judge, and ba- 
aith all ſuch Acts of Tyranny and ity. 

F | Vice- 
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Vice I to Mr. See —75 
Cor— tt. 


SIX, 

Bury- Street, St. James's, Nov. 27, 1744. 
OUR Letter of the 2oth Inſtant, with the 
Heads of Admiral Mathews's Charge againſt 
me, did not come to hand before this Day; as it was 
not delivered at my Houſe in Town till the 22d, 
then ſent down to Portſmouth, where it miſſed me, 
having juft ſet out, it was returned to Town after 
me. I did not expect, in obſerving I had received no 
Anſwer to my Letter of the 21 of Auguſt, that I 
had given my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
the leaſt room for you to have defired me to recol- 
leR, that mine of that Date was an Anſwer to yours 
of the preceding Day: I am very ſenſible it was; 
but I muſt beg you would be pleaſed to remember, 
that it contained alſo an Addition of new Matter, the 
Conſequences of what might have been expected 
after knowing the King's Pleaſure, and their Lord- 
ſhips Intention; a Boon, which Reaſon, Law and 
Juſtice authorize me to aſk, and their Lordſhips to 
grant. Whether then, the Satisfaction of knowing, 
if ſuch a Letter was received, the R granted, 
or refuſed, was too preſumptuous an Expectation, I 
ſubmit to their Lordſhips Judgment ? 


I COU LD not poſſibly imagine what ſtopt their 
Lordſhips Proceedings, or prevented their ſummoning 
the pager Witneſlcs- Three Months Applica- 
tion before I could obtain the King's Determination, 
after the knowledge of which, to live in a ſtate of 
Uncertainty three Months longer, and then to be told 


of nine Sail of his Majeſty's Ships coming —_ 
— * 
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without bringing the Perſons neceſſary to bring m 
Cauſe to an Iſſue, whetted my Im ko, and — 
ted me to write my laſt Letter. So many Diſc e- 
ments bring Pain and Mort:fication, more than fuf- 
ficient to tire my Patience, and the Loſs of fo 
an Opportunity ſo unexpectedly, adds Diftreſs to 
Diſappointment, and aggravates all that | have met 
with. Hence, I flatter myſelf, their Lordſhips have 
too- much Humanity, and are too good Judges of 
Mankind, not to be ſenſible of what I feel in ſuch 
Circumſtances, under a Preſſure of Injuries, while the 
time has been thus and my Remedy put 

ive my complaining to them, in whoſe 

— me. 


it was to 


THEIR Lordſhips Condeſcenſion in letting me 
know the Reaſons, why they could proceed no far- 
ther, I efteem a Favour conferred on me: likewiſe 


me, that upon Admiral n=: 
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thought he was accountable to none, and that tramp- 
ling a Vice- Admiral under his Feet was of no conſe- 
qu-nce, and needed no further Fnquiry than the 
Knowl dge that it was an Act of his Performance. 
I muſt take the Liberty to tell their Lordſhips, that I 
thought myſelf emancipated from his Oppreſſions, when 
I left the Afedilerranean; conſequently I depended on 
them for all neceſſary Diſpatch : For was it to depend 
on him. I am perſuaded I ſhould never live to ſee the 


Day of my Tryal, for as much as it is his Intereſt to 
defer it, and min to bring it about. 


SHOULD not my Apprehenſions be juitly 
grounded, their Lordſhips will only have the Trouble 
of having them read over; on the contrary, if they 
are, they are ſeaſonably hinted ; I would rather a 

r troubleſome, than the Fear of becoming 15. 
ſhould make me forfake my own Preſervation, and 
Self-Defence. In like manner I am led to obſerve, 
tha Admiral Matbeus in the Extract of his Letter 
von were pleaſed to ſend me, calls me, The late 
„ce Admiral.“ hy which he ſuppoſes me no longer 
in his Maj ſty's Service, Ike a great many others; 
and as it 1s natural for Mankind to believe what they 
wiſh, he imagines my Suſpenſion confirmed: indeed 
in that Cai-, I humbly apprehend I am without the 
Juriſdiction of Mar-ial-Law. Though for my own 
I never impeached their Lordſhips Juſtice, even 
in Thought, much Jeſs helie ved that they would con- 
demn without hearing, and puniſh without Convic- 
tion, inconſiſtent with the Laws and Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom. Yet as this is not a time to entertain 
the leaft fear r ſcruple, I muſt beg their Lordſhips 
Explanation, whether I 2m a Vice-Admiral or not? 
More eſpecially as you, Sir, in the Superſeription of 
your Letters, fince the Promotion]of Flag- Officers, 
have never given me that Title, Befides, ſhould I 


be 


( 45) 
be brought to ſubmit to be tryed by Judges, who have 
no legal Authority, I am fo far intereſted, that let 
their Sentence be ever fo favourable, it would not 
avail to bring me Satisfaction, for an injured Reputa- 
tion, and loſs of Fortune. 


AS to the additional Article to the Queries and 
Replies exhibited againſt me, I might in Juſtice 
refuſe anſwering to it, as it is without the Te- 
nour of the Order of Suſpenſion, and his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure fignified to their Lordſhips, to bring me to 
a Tryal for my Conduct in the late Action againſt the 
combined Fleets of France and Spain in the Mediter- 
razcan. However, I will not diſpute the Equity of 
it, nor defire any Alteration to be made in the Lift 
of Evidences in my Letter of the 16th Inftant ; fince 
Captain Szerney, with ſome others, are there men- 
tioned, ſufficient to prove the Falſehood and Malig- 
nity of this Aſperſion: But my O t thus ſeeking 
for Matter, puts me in mind of a finking Man, who 
would lay hold of any Twigg to fave himſelf. 


I muſt defire their Lordſhips will be pleaſed to de- 


tain at home the Evidences you will find in the an- 
nexed Liſt. 
Ian, Ec. 


R——d L——k 


N. B. With the above Letter was ſent a Lift of Wit- 


neſſes, containing ſeveral Perſons Names now in 
England. 4 4 
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My. 5e 5 Cor—tt to Vice 1 —7 
L K. 


SIX, 
Admiralty- Office, Nov. 29, 1744. 


HAVE laid before my Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty your Letter, dated the 27th In- 
mant, from Berry-Street, St. James's. 


THEIR Lordſhips command me to acquaint 
you, that they are forry for every Incident that inter- 
venes, to prolong the coming on of our Tryal. You 
are ſenſible that the firſt neceſſary Step was their re- 


ceiving Admiral Mathews's Charge agpinſ ou 3 wo 
that when they received the ſame, it was ſent forth 
with to you. 


NO W that you have in your Letter of the 27th 


Inftant fixed on the Perſons you defired to have 
duced for Evidences at the Iryal, (&) their Lordihips 


have for the quicker Dilpoech his G * 
D.— of N e, Principal Se of State, 
to let them have one of his Meſſengers, whom they 


will forthwith diſpatch, with Orders to Vice-A——1 
to ſend N Perſons either in a 
War on purpo his Majeſty's Service can 
— one, or elſe by the firſt Ship of War bound 


home (J). As to ſuch of your Evidences as are now 
in 


) With Submiſſion to Mr. S———y, the Witnefſes were 
equally fx'd che 21 of Auguſt, which is above three Months ago, 
as now. | 

(I) 8 Meſſenger, a few Days after, was diſpatched 
to Vice- A221 Remy, co lend home the Witneſſes. 


(47) 
in Exgland, their Lordſhips will give the neceflary 


to keep them at home. 
AS to Mr. A ws ſtyling you the late 
Vice-Admiral, you do not any Anſwer from 


their Lordſhips for the ways of other Men ; and as 
to my Clerks directing my Letters to you without 
naming your Flag, it appears to be the uſual Me- 
thod of this Office, when Letters are ſent to Flag- 
Officers, whoſe Flags are not flying: however, I 
make no ſcruple to direct to you (as I do this) with 
your Flag-Title ; it being out of doubt that a Flag- 
Officer ſuſpended does not ceaſe to be a Plag- Off 
cer (m). 


I WILL add one Remark to undeceive in 
an Opinion, that ſeems 5 in the 5 
which is, if an Officer of the Fleet is out of Employ- 
ment, he cannot be tried for Offences committed by 
him when lle was employed: which is very erroneous, 
and without Foundation. I am, () 


SIX. 


urs, &c. 


Tho. Cor —tt. 


(») Though Mr. L —& knew himſelf to be in his Maj 
as there was a new Board of Adi going to 
inted, and Mr. M s had he was no longer a 
-Officer, 2 with his Adherents, as well as many deluded 
this Time to remove all Scruples, and to con viuce 
of their Ignorance, the Queſtion was ſeaſonably put to their 
125. 
(-) Beyond all Diſpute, an Officer when he is out of Employ- 
ment may be cried for Offences committed by him when he was 


employ'd ; 


(43) 


N. B. The above Letter was directed to R — 
L—k, E:; Vice-Ad—1 of the White Squa- 
dron of bis Majeſty*s Fleet. 


mployed ; but the Queſtion which more properly ariſes here is, 
whether an Officer can be juſtly tried for Offences, after he has 
been already puniſh'd for them, by being diſcharged from the | 


Service; or whether he can be legally reluced from whole Pay to 
half, under a Suſpenſion from Duty, without a Trial? he 
Power of trying is certain, if the Crime is committed in actual 
Service and Fay. But the material Queſtion is, what legal Power 
and Authority have the L——ds C rs for executing the 
Office of Lord High-Admiral, to puniſh any Criminal whatever, 
otherwiſe than as a Court- Martial ſhall think fit However, 
we may venture to affirm, chat a Perſon accus'd of any Mifde- 
meanor, cannot, conſiſtent with the Liberties and Laws of this 
Conſtitution, be Jes either by che Loſs of his Peſt, his 
i 


Pay, or the leaſt Diminution of it, before he is tried. 


Ta 
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70 R-—d Lk, Efq, Vice- A———/ 
of the Red Squadron of bis Majeſty's Fleet, 


SIX, 

Admiralty- Office, 20 Jan. 1744. 
M Lords Commiſſioners of the RE ho 
called for all the Proceedings, in the Time of 
the late Board, for bringing you to a Court-Martial, 
for your Conduct in the late Action in the Adediter- 
ranean, in purſuance of his Majeſty's Commands 
and finding that the faid Court cannot be held, not- 
withſtanding a great number of Witneſſes, whom you 
have applied for, are now in England, until the Ar- 
rival of a conſiderable Number ot more Perſons from 
the Fleet in the Mediterranean, whom you have like- 
wiſe demanded to be produced as Evidences for you at 
the ſaid Trial; and their Lordſhips having accordingly 
directed Vice-Adm-ral R-w#-y to fend them imme- 
diately to England, in one of the Ships of the Squadron 
under his Command, if his Majeſty's Service, and the 
Orders he is under, will allow him to ſpare a Ship for 
that Purpoſe ; or otherwiſe, in the firſt Man of War 
he ſhall ſend home; I am commanded by their Lord- 
ſhips to acquaint you, that fo ſcon as the faid Perſons 
arrive, they will give immediate Orders for holding a 
Court-Martial ; and their Lordſhips hope, that on 

your Part you will be ready for it. 

I am, Sir, your moſt hnmble Servant, 

Tho. Cor—tt. 


To Mr. Sec Cor—tt. 


SIR, 

Perry-ſtreet, St. James's, Jan. 30, 1744- 
ATE laſt Night | received your * of yeſter- 
day's Date, directed to me as Vice-Admiral of 
the Red ron of his Majeſty's Fleet, which, until 
I am juſtited from Mr. Mathews's injurious Suſpen- 
ſion, I apprehend I have no Title to. I am truly 
ſenſible of the great Candour and Juſtice of my Lords 

| 3 Commiſſioners 
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Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, in having called for 
all the Proceedings of the late Board, for bringing 
me to a Court- tal for my Conduct in the late 
Mediterranean, in purſuance of his Ma- 
Commands; by which I flatter myſelf their 
Lordſhips obſerved, that the Time has not been pro- 
trated, nor the Trial put off ſo long by any 
of mine ; but on the contrary, that I have uſed my 
ung Hm, Ty Application, having 
not loſt one Day or Hour — 1 that 
which will bring me the greateſt Satisfaction in this 
uffe 
The Reaſons are beſt known to ſo 
ee _ 
home, was neglected, and brought 
requeſted 


Ak. 


fr 


* 
* 
T 
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epu 
ſerved ſuch inhuman Treatment, their Lordſhips 
having look' d over the Proceedings of the late Board) 
are now the beſt 


Cl 


all ways in my power; yet 
ion, will not admit of a 


Arrival * — 


IA 


"2 


' 
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the Fleet in the Mediterraneen, whom I have de- 
manded to be produced as Evidences for me at the faid 
Trial. I cannot ſuffer this to eſcape me, without re- 
2 you to remember that the Witneſſes now in 
— wh 


ich Chance ſent in my way, are few of 
them of my Liſt of the 20th of Aaguf, and none 
them of my Li of 0 OR OO I y 
will find the Num my itnefles grea leflened, 
and confined only to the Neptune, 22 
Anne Galley Fireſhip, which neither 
the Will of their late Lordſhips had 
theſe are the material! Perſons that are 
port my Cauſe, being the neareſt to my 
alſo to the Namur, of any of my Diviſion ; 
2 the moſt neceſſary Witneſſes, as they 
i 


tions of each Flag-ſhip. 

As their Lordſhips have been fo as to direct 
Vice-Adm— I R-ow-4y to ſend my Witneſſes to Eng- 
land, in one of the Ships of the Squadron under his 
Command, if his Majeſty's Service will allow him to 
ſpare a Ship for that Purpoſe, I have nothing more to 


Yeſterday's Date. I am ready, the moment the Ship 


arrives with them; having no Wiſh or Prayer fo fer- 
vently at heart, as that Mr. R-w/-y's Orders may 
admit of a Ship being ſent ; and that ſhe may eſcape 
the Enemy at Cadiz, and arrive with all poſſible Ex. 
pedition, to deliver me from the Evils, which Ca- 
lumny and Miſrepreſentation have added to the Load 
I] have been fo long necc{litated to bear. 


Jan, Sir, 
Your mo/t Obrdient, 
Humble Servant, 
R d Lk 


F 2 To 


(30) 


2 R—4d L——k, E,. Vice-Adm—l of the 
IV hits Squadron * his Majeſty*s Fleet. 


S I R, 


Admiralty Office, 1 February, Ny 
1 Have received your Letter of the 3oth paſt, and 
have laid the fame before my Lords Crmmiliencrs 
of the Admiralty. I am forry for the Miſtake in di- 
— you as Vice-Adm—l of the Red; it was a 
great Error of the Clerk who made the Letter up. 


1 am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
Tho Cor—tt. 


—_ 


To Mr. Ser Cor—tt. 


SIX, 
Berry-ſtreet, St. James's, February 2d, 1744. 

HIS Morning I received your Letter of the iſt 

of A that you had communi- 
cated mine of the paſt, to my Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty. 


IT am, Sir, 
Tour moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant. 
R- d L—x. 
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To Mr. Secretary C-— tt. 


SIR, 
Berry-Street, St. James's, Feb. 3, 1 

TO my Letter of the 27th of November, 2 

a Lift of Evidences that were in England, 
which were mentioned ſuch Officers and Quarter-d 
People of his Majeſty's Ship Namur, as were on board 
of the Revenge the 11th of February, 1743. And al- 
though in your Anſwer of the 2gth of November, you 
tell me that the late Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty will give the nece ſſary Orders 
home, yet leſt any of them ſhould 
beg to mention underneath the Names of 
come to my Knowledge: And alſo as I have 
formed that his Majeſty's Ship Princeſs Louiſa is 
Sailing Orders, I muſt beg you will remind their 
ſhips, that Lieutenant Richard Dubais of that Ship, i 
mentioned in the ſame Liſt, as having been on 
his wy > Ames hh on the Day of the late Action 
in the Mediterranean. 


Jan, Sir, 


N. B. With the above Letter was ſent a Lift of Per- 


ſons on board of the Revenge, the 11th of February, 
1743, and came home in the Namur. 


— — 


8 


SIX, 

Admiralty-Office, Feb. 10, 17 

M* Edward Clarke, third Lieutenant of the pA” 1-4 
Caſtle, and Mr. Alexander Philips, Purſer of that 

Ship, being in the Lift of Perſons who you have de- 

fired may be detained at home, as Part of Evidence 

at the intended Court-Martial, and the faid Ship being 


(33) 
under Orders to convoy the Trade to Portugal, and af- 
ter a Stay of about ten Days at Lisbon to return to Eng- 
land with the homeward-bound Trade, from thence I 
am commanded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty to deſire you will let me know, for their Infor- 
mation, whether you demand their ſtaying at home, to 
be in the way when the intended Court- Martial is to 
be held; in which Caſe other Officers muſt neceſſarily 
be appointed in their room, as the Ship cannot go to 
Sea without ſuch Officers. 
Jan, Sir, 
Your maſt Humble Servant, 
T—— C—tt. 


7. ——„— * — 


To Mr. Secretary C— tt. 


S I R, 
; Chigwell, Feb. 1th, 1744. 
I Thank my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
for your Letter of Yeſterday's Date; which I have 
juſt now received, the Hands of my Servant, In 
Anſwer to which I muſt obferve, that Lieutenant 
Clarke and Mr. Alexander Philips were not only men- 
tioned in my Lift of the 27th of November, but allowed 
to me by their late Lordſhips in your Anſwer of the 
29th of the ſame Month, and really they are ſuch Evi- 
dences as I cannot ſuffer to eſcape me. 

Their Lordſhips are the heſt Judges, whether the 
Ludlaw-Cafile will be able to return before the Day of 
my Trial ; I muſt acknowledge, I would not willingly 
depend on that, for the Danger of the Sea and the 
Enemy are againſt me, beſides a longer Stay, that un- 
foreſeen Accidents may occaſion, and prevent her from 
returning ; in that Caſe therefore, I think no Man 
would truſt any part of his Cauſe upon fo precarious a 
Footing ; and as I have at ſtake, all that is valuable, I 
cannot poſſibly conſent to what may in any meaſure en- 
danger my Preſervation, or render my Juſtification leſs 
manifeſt and perſpicuous. 

However, as I ſhould be ſorry they ſhould loſe their 
Employments, I humbly hope their Lordſhips will be 


( 39 ) 
pleaſed to move them into Ships that are not immediately 


going abroad; particularly Mr. Philips, who, in conſide- 
ration of being Purſer of 2 Fourth- „and unjuſtly 
ſi 


uperſeded, was by my Lord IF: a appointed Porter 
of the Laalitu-Caſtle, until the Vacancy of a ſuperior 
Rate happened. 

I bope, tho” you have taken no notice of it, you re- 
ceived my Letter of laſt Week, wherein I mentioned 
the Names of thoſe who belonged to the Revenge on the 
11th of February, and came home in the Namur. 

I am, Sir, 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 
R d I gf. 


— 
— 


To Vice A—— L——k. 


SIX, 
Admiralty-Office, Feb. 12th, 1744. 

Have received and communicated to my — 1 

miffioners of the Admiralty, your Letter of the 8th 
Inſtant, with the Lift on the other Side 1 Perſons who 
belonged to the Revenge on the 11th of February, 1743, 
and came home in the Namur, wherein you — 2 
Lieutenant Mark Tiddeman as one of your Evidences, 
in addition to thoſe you mentioned in your Letter of the 
27th of November laft ; and in Anſwer thereto I am to 
acquaint you, that Captain Berkeley of the Namur, had 
(in purſuance of the Directions given him upon your 
former Application) returned hither the Names of all 
the ſaid Perſons, except the above named Lieutenant, 
who is upon Half-Pay, and ſhall be forth coming at the 
— Court- Martial. | 
The Method their Lordſhips have taken to keep your 
Evidence together is as follows. | 

T he Commiſſion and Warrant Officers who are im- 
mediately under their own Appointment, their Lord- 
ſhips will take care ſlall not go out of the Land till the 
Trial is over. 

They have given the like Order to tl.e Navy-Board, 
in relation to Maſters and Surgeons. 


And 


(40) 
And as to the other Quarter · deck People, their Lord- 
ſhips have ordered them to be born as Supernumeraries 


on board one of the great Ships at Pertſmouth. 

And in anſwer to what you mention in ſaid 
Letter, about Lieutenant Dubois, of the Princeſs Louiſa, 
I am to acquaint you, he has been ſome time fince re- 
moved to the Royal George. 

I have, fince the writing this, received yours of the 
Iith, and in iance with your Defire in relation 
to Lieutenant Clarke of the Ludlew-Caftle, and Mr. 
Philips, Purſer ot the ſaid Ship, their Lordſhips have re- 
moved the Licutenant into the Sandwich, and given 
the Purſer leave to ſtay in England, and int a De- 
puty to act for him in the Ship during the Voyage. 


Tam, Sir, 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 


To Mr. Secretary C— tt. 
81 _ 


Chigwell, Feb. 
my Duty to thank y Lords Com i 
for your of Yeſterday's. 


12 ners of the A 


ſhips Leave to the Purſer, Mr. Phils, to ſtay in Ex- 
I have a true Senſe of all their Favours, and am, 
Sir, 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 


e 


